
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.usplo.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/728,716 


12/05/2003 


Renato Colombo 


9331.18512 


1740 



26308 7590 09/27/2005 

RYAN KROMHOLZ & MANION, S.C. 
POST OFFICE BOX 26618 
MILWAUKEE, WI 53226 



EXAMINER 



ART UNIT 



DEVORE, PETER T 

n 



PAPER NUMBER 



3751 



DATE MAILED: 09/27/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



kjtticg Mciiun oummary 


Application No. 

10/728,716 


Applicant(s) 

COLOMBO, RENATO 


Examiner 

Peter T. deVore 


Art Unit 

3751 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 
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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
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Art Unit: 3751 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 12 is objected to because it is unclear whether the sleeves and conduits 
are intended to be positively recited elements. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 20-24 and 27-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 20 recites the limitation "said conduit" in line 5. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 12-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Arn. 
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Assuming that the conduits and sleeves are not positively recited elements in 
claim 12, the Arn reference discloses a valve body 12 comprising an inlet and outlet (16 
and 18) and first and second integral couplings (proximate reference numeral 10 on 
Figure 1 and the identical coupling on the opposite side), and which couplings are 
capable of being connected to conduits having the same outer diameter as the 
couplings via malleable sleeves. Regarding claims 13-15, the valve body includes top 
entry ball valve 21. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 12-15, 20-24, and 27 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Arn in view of Cannon. 

Assuming that the conduits and sleeves are positively recited elements in claim 
12, the Arn reference discloses a valve body 12 comprising an inlet and outlet (16 and 
18) and first and second integral couplings (proximate reference numeral 10 on Figure 1 
and the identical coupling on the opposite side), but remains silent as to how the valve 
couplings are connected to conduits in a fluid system. However, the Cannon reference 
discloses the use of malleable sleeves 1 to efficiently connect two conduits having the 
same outside diameter. Therefore, it would have been obvious to connect the couplings 
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of the Arn device to conduits having the same outside diameter for efficient connection 
of the valve to a fluid system. Regarding claims 1 3-1 5, the valve body includes top 
entry ball valve 21 . Regarding claims 20, 21 , and 27, the Arn reference discloses a 
valve 10 having a valve body 12 comprising an input and output opening (16 and 18) 
and first and second integral tubular couplings (proximate reference numeral 10 on 
Figure 1 and the identical coupling on the other side), but remains silent as to how the 
valve couplings are connected to conduits in a fluid system. However, the Cannon 
reference discloses the use of malleable sleeves 1 to efficiently connect two conduits 
having the same inside and outside diameter. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
connect the couplings of the Arn device to conduits having the same inside and outside 
diameter for efficient connection of the valve to a fluid system. Regarding claims 22- 
24, the valve body includes top entry ball valve 21 . 

Claims 18, 19, 28, and 29 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Arn in view of Cannon as applied to claims 12 and 20 supra, and further in view of 
Scherer. 

The Arn reference discloses a valve as discussed supra but does not disclose that the 
valve body is annealed. However, the Scherer reference discloses the practice of 
annealing valve bodies to provide resistance to fracture (see col. 1 , lines 44-48). It 
would have been obvious to anneal the Arn valve body (and integral couplings) in view 
of Scherer to provide resistance to fracture. 



Response to Arguments 
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Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 12-15, 18-24, and 27-29 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter T. deVore whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4884. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Justine Yu can be reached on (571 ) 272-4835. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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